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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: SOPN, PEPR, SY, LE 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN PRESS BEATS DRUMS FOR LEBANESE MOVE SOUTH 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: SYRIAN PRESS TO TAKING UPBEAT VIEW 
OF SARKIS-ASSAD TALKS. AL-THAWRA OF JUNE 4 HEADLINE: 

"POSITIVE ATMOSPHERE DOMINATES LEBANESE AREA. LEBANESE 
ARMY PLACED ON ALERT EOR ENTRY INTO THE SOUTH. PLO 

DECLARES COMMITMENT NOT TO PLACE MORE OE A BURDEN ON LEBANON'S 
BORDERS THAN THEY CAN BEAR." 

2. TWO ERONT-PAGE EDITORIALS APPEAR IN AL-BAATH AND AL- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 DAMASC 03252 061306Z 

THAWRA ABOUT THE TALKS ON SATURDAY, JUNE 3, SIGNED BY 
THE RESPECTIVE EDITORS. BOTH EDITORIALS STRESS THE 
NEED FOR ISRAEL'S WITHDRAWAL EROM THE THE EXTENSION OF 
LEBANESE AUTHORITY TO THE SOUTH AS PREREQUISITES FOR 
REBUILDING LEBANON. BOUTH TAKE POSITION THAT THIS CALLS FOR 
DISPATCHING LEBANESE ARMY UNITS TO THE REGION. AMID AL- 
KHULI, WRITING IN AL-BAATH, ASSERTS THAT HOLLOWING THE 
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ASSAD-SARKIS MEETING THERE ARE GROUNDS FOR OPTIMISM THAT 
LEBANESE-PALESTINIAN RELATIONS AND INTRA-LEBANESE RELATIONS 
WILL ENTER A NEW PHASE "WHICH WILL SERVE AS A BASIS EOR 
POSITIVE POLITICAL ACTION ORIENTED TOWARDS THE ACHIEVEMENT 
OE NATIONAL OBJECTIVES." 

3. THAWRA EDITOR AHMAD HAJJ ALI IS MORE EXPLICIT IN DEEINING 
SYRIAN VIEWS. HE SEES THREE NECESSARY PREREQUISITES EOR 
LEBANON'S WELL-BEING: 

A) CONSOLIDATION OF LEBANON'S UNITY; 

B) INSURING THE LEGITIMACY OE LEBANON'S GOVERNMENT WHICH 
HINGES UPON THE CREATION OF A NATIONAL ARMY AND EQUAL APPLI- 
CATION OP THE LAW TO ALL GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS; AND 

C) OBTAINING ISRAEL'S WITHDRAWAL PROM THE SOUTH, WHICH 
HE SEES AS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY EOR ATTAINING THE PIRST 
TWO POINTS. 

4. HE THEN OPINES, "IT IS HIGH TIME LEBANON ITSELF 

SHOULD LEAD THE BATTLE EOR ATTAINING THESE OBJECTIVES. TO 
THIS END PRESIDENT SARKIS WILL LAY DOWN THE CRITERIA FOR 
NATIONAL COMMITMENT TO ALL PACTIONS AND WILL JUDGE THEIR 
RESPONSES IN TERMS OF THEIR QUALITY AND QUANTITY." HE 
MAKES IT CLEAR THAT SARKIS WILL HAVE SYRIA'S PULL BACKING 
IP HE PROCEEDS THIS WAY. END UNCLASSIPIED. 

5. BEGIN LOU. COMMENT: ASSAD SEEMS TO BE ADDING HIS PER- 
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SONAL SUPPORT AND PRESTIGE TO IDEAS OP MOVING LEBANESE 
ARMY PORCES TO THE SOUTH. PRESS IS INDICATING THROUGH 
ARTICLES AND EDITORIALS THAT PALESTINIAN ARE EXPECTED TO 
COOPERATE. THRUST OP EDITORIALS IS THAT IF SARKIS CAN SUCCESS- 
FULLY EXTEND GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY TO THIS REGION, SYRIAN WILL 
EXPECT ALL PARTIES (AND MOST PARTICULARLY THE LEBANESE 
PRONT) TO GIVE HIM THEIR COOPERATION IN BRINGING ABOUT 
NATIONAL CONCORD AND ECONOMIC RECONSTRUCTION. 

PELLETREAU 
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